09/18/2003 THU 13:45 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



1004/011 



60*30-1064 



IN THE CLAIMS 




1. \Currently Amended) An actuator assembly including a motor having a body 
portion* tmd a d?Sve shaft, the drive shaft b eing driva b ly connected to a pin i o n and a pinion 
directly fixed to thV drive shrift ro always rohite in uniso n with tht* rlrive shaft, the pinion 
drivingly engaging anSpay of gear teeth of a gear rack^the array of gear teeth having a first side 
adjacent the motor, iu ^iidi_ arai the gear rack is pivotally mounted via a pivot about a pivot 
axis o ira t id ' fii&l aide uf Ihekaiia^ of gear tee t h . 




2. (Currently Amended) Hie actuator assembly as recited in Cljim _j:J.; rim l in 
which the pivot axis passes thorough the body portion. 



3. (Currently Amended) yhe actuator assembly as recited in 
which the pivot axis is proximate thttrjuurend of the motor remote from the pinion. 



1 in 



4. (Currently Amended) The afctuator assembly as red ted in Claim cl ai m 1 in 
which the gear rack includes at least one stop limit movement of the rack relative to the body 
portion. 



5. (Currently Amended) The actuator ^ssembly as recited in Cfcrhrt daim 4 in 
which each stop engages the drive shaft. 



6, (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim cl a im 5 in 
which each stop engages a portion of the drive shaft on the\ide of the pinion remote from the 
motor. 
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7. \ (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim_ daiiu 4 in 
which the dr\ve shaft passes between the array of gear teeth and a guide portion proximate the 
gear teeth. 

8. (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim rtnim 7 in 
which the guide portion is supported by each stop. 




9. (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Claimd aim 1 which 
further includes a housingin which the motor is secured 

10. (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Clainu clmm 9 in 
which the pivot is mounted onihe housing. 



1L (Currently Amenaed) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim t :laim 9 in 
which the pivot includes a boss of the gear rack to which in use a lever is attached. 

12. (Currently Amended) \The actuator assembly as recited in Claim claim 1 1 in 
which the boss at least partially project through the housing. 

13. (Currendy Amended) Tha actuator assembly as recited in ehtm r _ x J biim 9 in 
which the drive shaft engages the housing, 

14. (Currently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in any ouc of Claim 
claim 9 in which the housing is substantially sealed. 



15. (Currendy Amended) The actuator\assembly as recited in art y - one of Claims 
rfnim 9 in which the housing has at least a first and\econd part, the parts having co-operating 
cut-outs to provide for at least one end of the drive sha 
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16. toirrently Amended) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim_ daim 1 in 
which the pivot Amounted on the body portion. 

17. (CurrelMry Amended) An actuator assembly including a motor having a body 
portioiu-arrd a drive shak th e d r ive shaft being drivably connected to j md a piruonjdisfrrtly fix fid 
tn thp, rfrivft shaft tn ; il\vMyV rotate fn imisnn with the drive shaft the pinion drivingly engaging 
an array of gear teeth of a gear rack with the gear rack mounted for movement on the body 



portion. 



18. (Currently Amendeo) The actuator assembly as recited in Claim daiixul7 in 
which the motor is an electric motor. 



19. (Cancelled) 



20. (New) An actuator assembly comprising a motor having a body portion and a drive 
shaft, the drive shaft being driyably connected to a pinion, the pinion drivingly engaging an 
array of gear teeth of a gear rack pivotally mounted for movement about a pivot axis, the array 
of gear teeth having a first side adjacent the motofspnd at least one stop engaging the drive shaft 
to limit movement of the gear rack relative to the body portion. 
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